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Module 5: Teaching the competences and values 

 

Guidance material  5.2 Teaching Critical thinking Kindergarten 
 

What is the purpose of 
this material? 

 This is a selection of teaching strategies and teaching 
templates  to support the teaching of critical thinking  

When to use this 
material? 

 When introducing the competences to teachers to support 
them in implementing this competence in their class 
programme. 

With whom to use this 
material? 

 Teachers 

Have you considered 
these materials first? 

 Introduce teachers to the SCF through: 
- 1.1 What is the SCF? 
- 1.2 Structure of the SCF  
- 1.3 Definitions matching activity 
- 1.4 Prior knowledge brainstorm activity 
- 1.5 Close reading – Executive summary 
- 1.6 Close reading – Framework Requirements and 

Exemplifications 
- 4.1 What are competences? 

 Introduce teachers to this competence through: 
- 4.1.2 What is Critical Thinking?  

How to use this 
material? 

 This resource can be used in a range of ways, for example: 
- Share with teachers and discuss it in staff meetings or team 

meetings.  
- Encourage teachers to plan using the ideas in this resource. 
- Encourage teachers to adapt the teaching strategies and 

templates below to meet their grade level, curriculum area 
and student’s needs.  

- Discuss the ideas and then ask teachers to share their own 
ideas for teaching this competence.  

 For more information on each competence read the 
Framework Requirements & Exemplifications section of the 
Abu Dhabi Education Council Student Competence 
Framework (SCF) for Private Schools - Competences for Abu 
Dhabi’s 21st Century Learners (2014). 

 Note: All websites were checked at the time this guidance 
material was created. Any website used in an educational 
context should be checked for accuracy and appropriate 
content.  Links to other websites from this material should not 
be taken as endorsement of those sites or of content/products 
offered on those sites 

What resources or 
equipment are needed? 

 Copies of the Framework Requirements & Exemplifications 
section of the ADEC SCF for Private Schools (2014). 
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Teaching Critical thinking Kindergarten 

Here are some strategies and teaching approaches to try in your classroom to 
promote critical thinking: 

 Use specific language to stimulate critical thinking such as “compare and 
contrast” 

 Use ‘talk partners’ to allow each child to explain their thinking process when 
answering a question, allowing children to see that other thought processes 
may be different to their own 

 Consider the levels of Bloom’s Taxonomy when designing activities or 
constructing questions. The website below has more information on using 
Bloom’s in the classroom.  

 

 

Blooms 
Taxonomy  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(Bloom, B. S. (1956). Taxonomy of Educational Objectives: The Classification of 
Educational Goals. Handbook 1; Cognitive Domain. New York: David McKay Co. 
Inc.: pp. 7-8.)  
(Krathwohl, D. R. (2002). “A Revision of Bloom's Taxonomy: An Overview.” Theory 
into Practice, 41 (4): pp. 212-18.) 

https://cft.vanderbilt.edu/guides-sub-pages/blooms-taxonomy/
https://cft.vanderbilt.edu/guides-sub-pages/blooms-taxonomy/
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 Allow opportunity to classify objects, e.g. counters by colour, shapes by size etc. 

 Explain how to think critically, for example “We are going to compare and contrast” 

 Ask questions so children are learning to defend their ideas 

 Create a question dice to use when discussing a shared book or discussing a 

recent event. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Encourage students to identify if their questions are ‘fat’ or ‘skinny’ questions. 

‘Skinny’ questions are low level questions that require a one word or yes/no 

answer. ‘Fat’ questions contain more depth of thought and broaden students’ 

thinking skills. 
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SCF Pilot School Case Study 

Blooms action verbs 

SCF Pilot School Bright Riders Private School 

 
 
Many teachers are familiar with the Blooms 
Taxonomy Action Verbs wheel, but Bright 
Riders Private School have taken this tool 
one step further. They have reorganised the 
action verbs into the SCF competences. 
Teachers use the action verbs when writing 
their learning outcomes. They start their 
learning outcome with an action verb that 
matches the major competence they and 
their students are focussing on.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Blooms action verbs for: Critical thinking 
e.g. By the end of this lesson students will be able to examine their own mistakes when 
creating their graphs. 

Action verbs: 

Infer 
Interpret 
Examine 
Identify 
Think 

Reflect   

Relate 
Deduce 

Compare 
Contrast 
Gather  
Solve  

Discriminate 
Connect 
Assess 
Justify 

Analyse 
Construct  

 

Prioritise 
Correlate 
Research 
Explore 

Synthesise 
State  

 
 

 

 Model examples of critical thinking, for example, “Now I am going to group 
things that are alike and things that are different” 

 Encourage children to ask why? When they ask why, ask “What do you 
think?” 

 Before correcting a student, think about whether a given answer really is 
wrong before correcting a student 

 

 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bloom%27s_taxonomy
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bloom%27s_taxonomy
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 Ask children to predict what will happen next in a story and explain why they 
think so 

 De Bono’s Six Thinking Hats® helps 
students look at a situation from a 
different perspective. Each hat has a 
different colour and represents a 
different thinking process. Putting a hat 
on and taking a hat off is a simple and 
effective way to support students to 
change their role and to see things from 
a different perspective.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

www.debonoforschools.com  

 

(de Bono, Edward (1985). Six Thinking Hats: An Essential Approach to Business 

Management. Little, Brown, & Company) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Al Ittihad National Private School – Abu Dhabi 

http://www.debonoforschools.com/

