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 Module 5: Teaching the competences and values 

 

Guidance material  5.6.3 Teaching Cultural awareness / Citizenship Grade 10-12 
  

What is the purpose of 
this material? 

 This is a selection of teaching strategies and teaching 
templates to support the teaching of cultural awareness / 
citizenship.  

When to use this 
material? 

 When introducing the competences to teachers to support 
them in implementing this competence in their class 
programme. 

With whom to use this 
material? 

 Teachers 

Have you considered 
these materials first? 

 Introduce teachers to the SCF through: 
- 1.1 What is the SCF? 
- 1.2 Structure of the SCF  
- 1.3 Definitions matching activity 
- 1.4 Prior knowledge brainstorm activity 
- 1.5 Close reading – Executive summary 
- 1.6 Close reading – Framework Requirements and 

Exemplifications 
- 4.1 What are competences? 

 Introduce teachers to this competence through: 
- 4.1.6 What is Cultural awareness / citizenship?  

How to use this 
material? 

 This resource can be used in a range of ways, for example: 
- Share with teachers and discuss it in staff meetings or team 

meetings.  
- Encourage teachers to plan using the ideas in this resource. 
- Encourage teachers to adapt the teaching strategies and 

templates below to meet their grade level, curriculum area 
and student’s needs.  

- Discuss the ideas and then ask teachers to share their own 
ideas for teaching this competence.  

 For more information on each competence read the 
Framework Requirements & Exemplifications section of the 
Abu Dhabi Education Council Student Competence 
Framework (SCF) for Private Schools - Competences for Abu 
Dhabi’s 21st Century Learners (2014). 

 Note: All websites were checked at the time this guidance 
material was created. Any website used in an educational 
context should be checked for accuracy and appropriate 
content.  Links to other websites from this material should not 
be taken as endorsement of those sites or of content/products 
offered on those sites 

What resources or 
equipment are needed? 

 Copies of the Framework Requirements & Exemplifications 
section of the ADEC SCF for Private Schools (2014). 
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Teaching Cultural awareness / Citizenship Grade 10-12 

Here are some strategies and teaching approaches to try in your classroom to 
promote cultural awareness 

 Build a shared understanding about what “citizenship” means. Discuss: 
- What is citizenship?  
- What does it mean to be a good citizen?  
- What qualities do you have to have to be a good citizen?  
- What responsibilities do I have to my family, school, community and 

country? 
 

 As a class discuss what makes a “good citizen” and a “good role model”.  
- What are good role models and good citizens?  
- What actions and beliefs do they have that make then good role 

models and citizens?  
- Who are they?  
- What do they do that is different from others? 

 

 Students research UAE/Abu Dhabi historical events, leaders and/or cultural 
practices and make clear the links between this event/leader/cultural practice 
to their role as a UAE/Abu Dhabi citizen/member of society in the present and 
into the future. 

 Create opportunities to give service to their community - students select it, 
plan it, and then reflect on their entire experience. In addition to academic 
content, students practice valuable practical skills like organizing, 
collaborating, and problem solving. 

 Students engage in cross-school tutoring with primary school students. This 
could be in any curriculum area. Working with young children, older students 
raise their own learning standards and learn by teaching. Reflection Journals 
help them understand the mentoring experience.  

 Ask students to discuss and develop school rules and consequences. Have 
the students identify how these rules support the laws of their community to 
build and maintain citizenship. 

 Survey classmates/school on rules and consequences. Draft school rules and 
consequences for review by school community. Revise and publish final rules 
and consequences, including implications for societal and governmental laws. 

 Each month every class has an "Outstanding" student in which the class 
nominates a peer who is a positive role model. The performance indicators 
could be shared with the class from which they will collaboratively develop a 
set of criteria that monthly nominations would be based on.  
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SCF Pilot School Case Study 

Cultural awareness assembly 

SCF Pilot School Belvedere British School SCF Pilot Teacher Hannah Cummings 

At Belvedere British School students are introduced to a competence through a monthly 
assembly presentation. This presentation is an opportunity for students to learn about that 
months school-wide focus competence and why it is important in their daily lives. The assembly 
is then followed up during the month in form classes with activities that allow the students to gain 
a deeper understanding about that competence.  
 
When introducing the competence of Cultural awareness / citizenship to 
students Hannah, their teacher, used two effective strategies. 
 
Firstly, she introduced the idea that colours have different meanings in 
different cultures. Using a PowerPoint she asked students what the 
colour red means to them. Students share answers included ‘warning’, 
‘bad’, ‘evil’ and ‘heat’. Then students were told what red means in other 
cultures, for example… 
 
Then Hannah, asked students what the colour green means to them. Students share answers 
included ‘the earth’, ‘countryside’ and ‘go’. Then students were told what green means in other 
cultures, for example… 

 
Students were surprised that some cultures consider a colour so 
differently from what they think in their culture (for example many 
Chinese brides wear red because it symbolises prosperity and luck). 
The form classes in the days following the assembly provide an 
opportunity for students to discuss this further, including what colours 
mean in their own culture. 
 
 

 
Secondly, Hannah showed the students a 
series of TV commercials for a popular 
bank (HSBC) that are available on 
YouTube. The commercials show how 
different cultures have different 
expectations, gestures and ways of living. 
Students were encouraged to talk about 
what the commercial made them think of 
and form classes in the days following the 
assembly provide an opportunity for 
students to discuss this further. 
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SCF Pilot School Case Study 

Blooms action verbs 

SCF Pilot School Bright Riders Private School 

 
 
Many teachers are familiar with the Blooms 
Taxonomy Action Verbs wheel, but Bright 
Riders Private School have taken this tool one 
step further. They have reorganised the action 
verbs into the SCF competences. Teachers use 
the action verbs when writing their learning 
outcomes. They start their learning outcome 
with an action verb that matches the major 
competence they and their students are 
focussing on.  

Blooms action verbs for: Cultural awareness / citizenship 
e.g. By the end of this lesson students will be able to show how they are a role model to their 
peers. 

Action verbs: 

Respond 
Relate  
Infer 

Interpret 
Examine 

Relate 
Deduce 

Compare 
Contrast 

Connect 
Justify  

Participate 
Show 

Research 
Explore 

 Introduce students to the different types of citizenship (adapted from 
Westheimer and Kahne, 2004) and support them to identify when they have 
done each type.  

Personally responsible 
citizenship 

Participatory citizenship Problem solving 
citizenship 

I personally act in a 
responsible and ethical way 

I collaborate with others to 
make a positive difference 

for the common good. 

I explore possible answers 
to critical questions and 

‘wicked problems’ that are 
relevant in my own 

community and world wide 

When I have been a 
personally responsible 

citizen? 

When I have shown 
participatory citizenship 

skills? 

When have I been a 
problem solving citizen? 

 
 
 

  
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bloom%27s_taxonomy
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bloom%27s_taxonomy
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 Understanding other people’s cultures can help you work better and make 
your team stronger. Work together as a team using one of these scenarios… 
 

- Your team will create a presentation or a performance about culture that 
will inspire the class to act in ways that promote building a school 
community where everyone feels accepted and valued. The form and 
content of the presentation is up to you. It might be a drama, a factual 
presentation or a multimedia presentation. Your presentation should make 
your classmates enthusiastic to promote building a school community 
where everyone feels accepted and valued. 

- Our school is becoming increasingly multicultural. Students, teachers, 
school leaders and parents want to build a school community where 
everyone feels accepted, respected and valued. You are a member of a 
team of “Cultural Specialists” who have been hired by the principal to find 
ways to increase cultural understanding and consideration in our school. 
You were hired for this assignment because it is well known that you have 
learned a great deal about culture and that you have the skills required to 
understand other cultures and to cross cultures cleverly and respectfully 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ideas to support cultural awareness/ citizenship from the  
SCF Pilot Schools: 

 

 Review the school’s mission statement to ensure it captures 21st Century 

aspirations of the UAE 

 Establish a national identity staff committee with its own action plan 

 All signage in the school in dual language including topic word boards in 

classrooms 

 Sports exchanges with other schools, with the focus on citizenship, fair play 

and sportsmanship. 

 Add UAE links to lesson planning templates  

 Have a “Helping hands squad”. Senior students agree to arrive early to school 

each day and then they assist the younger students as they leave the buses, 

catch up with their reading, assist teachers preparing for the day, carrying 

books etc. 

 Have an annual school concert with a focus on local culture e.g. The Life of 

the Bedouin as a concert theme with traditional approved music. 

 Establish skype links with schools around the world and students maintain 

regular contact 

 Have a senior student attend the Heads of Faculty meetings and have an 

agenda space for them to bring student issues to the meeting. 

 Have the school council responsible for the school clubs and have each club 

report their successes to the school council annually 
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Ideas to support cultural awareness/ citizenship from the  
SCF Pilot Schools: 

 

 International day 

- Each teacher makes a small flag for their home country and writes a small 

piece about their country in their first language, these then displayed on the 

corridor display boards. 

- Teachers in the school bring in photographs of their home country. Display 

them on a country bulletin board or each week feature a different teacher’s 

home country. 

- Organise an annual international day concert where each class has a country 

and a five minute section of the concert to display the dances, costumes etc. 

of that country. 

- Each class adopts a country. That country is studied in their class, they 

decorate their classroom, create or wear costumes, eat their foods, and learn 

about their traditional practices. Each student is given a passport, “Passport 

to the world”, and on the international day they visit as many other 

classrooms/countries as possible and collect passport stamps. 

- Have a mini Olympics Sports day where each class is given a country and 

they parade in that country’s colours and under its flag and then compete as 

their country. 

 Celebrate diversity with students and teachers from the different cultures presenting 

their culture at weekly assemblies.  

 Students who have visited other countries work together to put together short 

presentations on their experiences of these other countries. 

 Attend the Qasr Al Hosn Festival in February. 

http://www.qasralhosnfestival.ae   

 Red Crescent 

- Support the Red Crescent initiatives as they occur in the calendar 

- Establish a student Red Crescent Club within the school 

- Collect toys for needy children and donate to the Red Crescent 

- Provide a fun day for local orphans. 

    

http://www.qasralhosnfestival.ae/
http://www.qasralhosnfestival.ae/
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Ideas to support cultural awareness/ citizenship from the  
SCF Pilot Schools: 

 UAE National Day 

- All staff dress in the UAE national costume for a day 

- Each grade has a theme for the day:  

 The uniqueness of the seven Emirates,  

 The pioneers of the UAE 

 Festivals of the UAE 

 Growth and change in the national costume 

 Monuments of the UAE 

 Food and crafts of the UAE 

- Decorate classrooms 

- Create a UAE Pavilion within the school grounds to display the students’ work 

- Develop a hunting and equestrian display 

- Create a traditional classroom by removing desks and chairs and bring in 

carpets and cushions  

- Have a Dallah making competition 

- Invite guests into the school to display their craft work, traditional cultural 

activities 

- Have a parent/community member who has camels and/or falcons to bring 

them into school for the students to experience. 

- Hold some of the school’s UAE National Celebration in the local shopping mall. 

 Arabic week 

- Maintain the students’ language, identity and culture through: 

 An official opening and closure in Arabic 

 Islamic competition 

 Quran recitation competition 

 Celebrate the Arabic language, writing, history, culture 

 Invite in guest speakers and Arabic parents to share their experiences 

 Invite other schools to see the classroom displays, hear the Arabic 

student speeches etc. 

- Emirati traditional food day. Ask Emirati parents to come into school and 

prepare traditional food. Explain the preparation and nutritional value to the 

students and then students taste the different foods. 

- Establish an Arabic calligraphy club 
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Ideas to support cultural awareness/ citizenship from the  
SCF Pilot Schools: 

  

 Model United Nations 

- Participate in a local Montessori UN session or establish your own UN forum 

with neighbouring schools 

- Establish a senior student club, explore the UN Millennium Development goals 

and how can the work in their school to support the achievement of these goals 

- Within school have each class adopt a country and then select delegates 

(ambassadors) to attend a school UN forum.  


