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Module 5: Teaching the competences and values 

 

Guidance material  5.7.3 Teaching Global and environmental awareness  
Grade 10-12 

What is the purpose of 
this material? 

 This is a selection of teaching strategies and teaching 
templates to support the teaching of global and environmental 
awareness.  

When to use this 
material? 

 When introducing the competences to teachers to support 
them in implementing this competence in their class 
programme. 

With whom to use this 
material? 

 Teachers 

Have you considered 
these materials first? 

 Introduce teachers to the SCF through: 
- 1.1 What is the SCF? 
- 1.2 Structure of the SCF  
- 1.3 Definitions matching activity 
- 1.4 Prior knowledge brainstorm activity 
- 1.5 Close reading – Executive summary 
- 1.6 Close reading – Framework Requirements and 

Exemplifications 
- 4.1 What are competences? 

 Introduce teachers to this competence through: 
- 4.1.7 What is Global and environmental awareness?  

How to use this 
material? 

 This resource can be used in a range of ways, for example: 
- Share with teachers and discuss it in staff meetings or team 

meetings.  
- Encourage teachers to plan using the ideas in this resource. 
- Encourage teachers to adapt the teaching strategies and 

templates below to meet their grade level, curriculum area 
and student’s needs.  

- Discuss the ideas and then ask teachers to share their own 
ideas for teaching this competence.  

 For more information on each competence read the 
Framework Requirements & Exemplifications section of the 
Abu Dhabi Education Council Student Competence 
Framework (SCF) for Private Schools - Competences for Abu 
Dhabi’s 21st Century Learners (2014). 

 Note: All websites were checked at the time this guidance 
material was created. Any website used in an educational 
context should be checked for accuracy and appropriate 
content.  Links to other websites from this material should not 
be taken as endorsement of those sites or of content/products 
offered on those sites 

What resources or 
equipment are needed? 

 Copies of the Framework Requirements & Exemplifications 
section of the ADEC SCF for Private Schools (2014). 
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Teaching Global and environmental awareness Grade 10-12 

Here are some strategies and teaching approaches to try in your classroom to 
promote global and environmental awareness:  

 Students identify a critical issue facing their community, the region, or an 
international environmental challenge that has local impact. They conduct 
scientific and social research including perception surveys to develop an 
objective expositional presentation to inform their community of local impact. 
Their objective presentation should include an analysis of the challenge, 
proposed solutions and responses from various perspectives, and the 
implications of these solutions and responses from the community.  

 Take part in international days that recognised global and environmental 
issues, for example, 

World Water Day 

Earth Hour 

World Environment Day (WED) 

Earth Day 

World Food Day 

Clean up the world 

 Many countries struggle to house the increasing number immigrants entering 
the country. Use research as a catalyst to design a settlement village that 
provides the basic requirements as well as a park/recreation centre.  

 Students read Environment Vision 2030 developed by the General Secretariat 
of the Executive Council and Department of Economic Development/Abu 
Dhabi Council for Economic Development to ensure integration among the 
environmental, economic and social visions. This document could act as an 
exemplar about what is required when thinking about global and 
environmental issues and how local and national initiatives are responses to 
the wicked problems that need to be addressed.  An identified issue could be 
chosen and students could work collaboratively with others, in order to 
undertake an action that addresses the issue first hand, or raises 
community/nation interest in the issue. 

 

Environment Vision 2030 

 

 

http://www.unwater.org/worldwaterday/about/en/
http://www.earthhour.org/
http://www.unep.org/wed/about.asp
http://www.earthday.org/
http://www.save-food.org/cipp/md_ip/custom/pub/content,oid,18691/lang,2/ticket,g_u_e_s_t/~/World_Food_Day.html
http://www.cleanuptheworld.org/en/
https://www.google.co.nz/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=1&ved=0ahUKEwiHmq-Fn6bJAhUCuBQKHX7YB9oQFggcMAA&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ead.ae%2FPublications%2FEnvironment%2520Vision%25202030%2FEnvironment-Vision-2030-Eng.pdf&usg=AFQjCNG8BrSonErxaOKN0cwVr8bFse63-g&sig2=k_PFVImJuZ29x0axXbsLgg
https://www.google.co.nz/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=1&ved=0ahUKEwiHmq-Fn6bJAhUCuBQKHX7YB9oQFggcMAA&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ead.ae%2FPublications%2FEnvironment%2520Vision%25202030%2FEnvironment-Vision-2030-Eng.pdf&usg=AFQjCNG8BrSonErxaOKN0cwVr8bFse63-g&sig2=k_PFVImJuZ29x0axXbsLgg
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 Students develop an argumentative essay taking a position on the causes of 
and/or solution to an environmental issue with local or global impact. In their 
essay, students need to analyse the issue, identify and analyse different 
claims about the cause or solution to the issue from multiple authors, develop 
their own claim in support of the cause or solution, and provide clear 
counterclaims. They must anticipate the needs of their audience. 

 Demonstrate an understanding of global and environmental issues and the 
range of solutions proposed to resolve them e.g. students study measures 
taken locally to access a supply of safe drinking water.  Students use their 
findings to consider any personal/family/school actions that will help contribute 
to maintaining or improving supply.  Extend learning to include finding out 
about water supply and link local to global situations/concerns. 

 Join the Environment Agency - Abu Dhabi Sustainable Schools Initiative  

Sustainable Schools 

 

 Environment Agency Abu Dhabi 

 

 Students develop a community garden to benefit local community (school, 
food pantry, etc.). The garden must include plans for irrigation. The garden 
should include the fruits and vegetables most desired by the community, it 
should be well planned to maximise the available space, and there needs to 
be a detailed distribution plan. 

 Develop student understanding about the meaning of being a global citizen 
and maintaining positive relationships with others regardless of their social, 
cultural, or economic background. Students set-up a blog/web-page as a 
platform that they maintain to share local and school events that exemplify 
day to day life.  Include articles about local environment, the beauty spots and 
those that need action to preserve and restore.   

What is global citizenship? 

Being a global citizen 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://sustainableschools.ead.ae/en-us/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.ead.ae/SitePages/Home.aspx
http://www.ideas-forum.org.uk/about-us/global-citizenship
http://www.globalkidsconnect.org/global-citizen/
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SCF Pilot School Case Study 

Blooms action verbs 

SCF Pilot School Bright Riders Private School 

 
 
Many teachers are familiar with the Blooms 
Taxonomy Action Verbs wheel, but Bright 
Riders Private School have taken this tool 
one step further. They have reorganised the 
action verbs into the SCF competences. 
Teachers use the action verbs when writing 
their learning outcomes. They start their 
learning outcome with an action verb that 
matches the major competence they and 
their students are focussing on.  

Blooms action verbs for: Global and environmental awareness 
e.g. By the end of this lesson students will be able to debate the range of solutions for different 
environmental issues. 

Action verbs: 

Show 
Participate  
Respond 
Relate 

Develop  
Maintain  

 

Deduce 
Predict 

Research 
Explore 
Explain 

 

Generate 
 Debate 
Respond 
Examine 

Use  

Demonstrate  
Infer 

Interpret 
Act 

Contribute 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bloom%27s_taxonomy
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bloom%27s_taxonomy
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 Teach students how to us action plans to make a difference in global or 

environmental issues 

  Action Plan for Global or Environmental Issues 

1. Brainstorm issues that are affecting UAE and other countries globally  

2. Identify the issues that students will explore further 

3. Research the issue 

4. Explore possibilities to clarify the vision 
with students 

What is it that we want to achieve? 

5. Plan the action Consider what exactly needs to be done to 
achieve the vision. This could include several 
smaller projects within a larger project that 
the whole class is involved with over time. 
Check that the action addresses the issue. 

6. Consider the skills required to carry out 
the action and where more information 
can be found 

Consider watching/reading the global news. 

7. Consider how people will think and feel 
about the planned action.  

How you will find this out? 

8. Make some decisions: What could influence your decision making? 
Think about:  

 ensuring the action addresses the issue 

 resources required 

 time and learning.   

9. Carry out the action  

10. Reflect on change Some questions may include:  

 How can we make people more aware of 
the issue? 

 Did our actions meet our vision?  

 Did our actions impact on the issue we 
identified?  

 What do we need to do next? 
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What’s the issue? 

 

What’s our goal? 

What skills will we need? Who could influence the decision? 

Action 

How will we find out how people think 

and feel about the issue? 

How can we make people more aware 

of the issue? 

What information do we need and where will we find it? 

Evaluation of action Evaluation of plan 
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Another example of an action plan:  
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 Here are some issues that students can explore locally that have a global 

impact. The action planning section above can assist them in exploring these 

issues. 

Issue 
We are learning 
about… 

Concepts to 
develop 

What students might do  

How living things work 
together to meet their 
needs 

Insects and 
animals 
Oasis 
The mountains 
The desert 

Explore the loss of biodiversity and habitats for a 
range of species 
Measure the human impact on the desert, for 
example off road activities 

Clean water 
Connections between 
land use and 
waterways. 

Water 
Water cycle 
Waterways 
Ocean 

Test and share the results of pollution in local water 
Erosion of land 
Increasing sediment in waterways 
Reclamation of the sea - how much land has been 
reclaimed in the UAE? 

Waste and recycling Waste 
Litter 
Rubbish 
Recycling 
Shopping 

Increasing amounts of waste that natural systems 
cannot process 
Try a packaging audit of school to establish what 
waste comes into the school 
Set up a recycling system and learn about the 
different types of recycling 
Learn about the things you buy and how to make 
better decisions about what you buy 

Non-renewable 
resources 

Transportation 
Oil 
Coal 
Gas 

Reliance on a non-renewable resource with large 
energy and waste outputs 
What other forms of energy can we use? How? 

How humans impact on 
weather conditions and 
climate across the 
globe 

Global warming 
Climate change 

What do we do that contributes to global warming 
and climate change?  
Survey people’s views on global warming and share 
back to the community or school. 
Start saving power initiatives in the school (e.g. 
turning off lights) 

Making informed 
decisions about where 
food is produced and 
comes from to ensure 
people’s health and 
wellbeing 

Food safety Look at food production 
Importing of food 
Ways of producing food 
Researching favorite food and what it contains 

Adapted from Education for Sustainability 
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Ideas to support global and environmental awareness from the 
 SCF Pilot Schools: 

  

 Establish an Eco club with a difference focus for difference age groups: 

- KG: I am a member of this school, e.g. students do a waste audit of the school. 

- G1-G6:  I am a member of this nation, e.g. students explore how waste is 

generated, reuse school waste and design and create recycling bins. 

- G7-G10: I am a member of this planet, e.g. a science fair with a focus on global 

environmental issues. 

- G11-G12: I am an environmental leader, e.g. organise the ECO club for other 

younger students, plan events to raise environmental awareness. 

 Establish an “Earth Guardians” Club with responsibility for: 

- Water awareness across the school 

- Preparing the school for each of the environment days in the calendar 

- Having different classrooms monitor usage in their classrooms/homes, e.g. 

electricity usage, water usage, cars driving to school, with the aim that the class 

who reduces usage by the largest degree wins the school competition.  

- Plant donated trees or Ghaff plants around the school 

- “Drop a peel and pick a plant” composting campaign. 

 Establish a “Beautify our school” club with responsibility for: 

- Surveys students for ideas on how the school can be made more beautiful e.g. 

external wall murals, seating areas, gardens around the school etc. 

- Select a project and set up fundraising initiatives and complete the project  

 Ensure the school curriculum has units of about endangered species and global issues 

 Ensure that the school library has a good selection of environmental books and 

magazines 

 Have some senior students trained by the school Health and Safety officer to take part in 

the school’s risk assessments.  

 Encourage recycling and reusing 

- Use plastic bottles to create miniature flower gardens/terrariums 

- Have a creative thinkers club where students are given waste materials and they 

come up with innovative ways of recycling these materials 

- Have a recycling focussed art exhibition/ competition where students turn recycled 

materials into art pieces 

- Have a Trash to Flash Fashion parade where students use trash to make 

costumes 

- Encourage book recycling: at the end of the school year students recycle their 

used text books and note books 

- Set up a newspaper recycling scheme and have a used clothing charity bins 

outside the school 
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Ideas to support global and environmental awareness from the 
 SCF Pilot Schools: 

  

 Have a Healthy Food week, where students could… 

o Learn about how food is wasted and how food can be recycled within the school/home 

o Create a healthy food magazine and distribute it to younger students 

o Pledge not to use plastic water bottles 

o Create a healthy Food Souq and sell healthy foods to younger students 

o Organise a parent workshops at school about healthy foods 

 Support students to become aware of their local environment through trip to 

o Al Ain Zoo 

o Al Wathba wetlands reserve 

o Abu Dhabi mangroves 

o Jebel Hafeet  

 Organise ways that students can adopt and take responsibility for a part of their community, 

for example a clean-up campaign at a local park  

 

 

 


